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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 September 2004 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 28 depends on cancelled claim 12. For the purpose of the art rejection 
claim 28 will be treated as if it depends on claim 27. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 14-22, 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Fonseca (US 6,660,950). 

With respect to claim 14 Fonseca discloses a switching arrangement for 
disconnecting a communications line connecting a computer to a remote data source 
(Column 1 lines 5-9), the switching arrangement comprising: a PC connector (Female 
plug 204a Figures 7-11) connected with the personal computer (Computer 1 Figure 1), 
the PC connector having at least a single-pole (Fonseca discloses that a data transfer 
relay 1102 Figure 11 has switches, thus a switch inherently has a connection and a 
disconnection state, thus forms a single pole ); a remote connector (Female plug 204b 
Figure 7-11) connected with the remote data source (Internet provider 65), the remote 
connector having at least a single-pole (Switches inherently have connection and 
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disconnection forming a single contact, single pole switch); an electrical switching 
device (Slider Switch 1 103 Figure 11) located between the PC connector and the 
remote connector (Figure 9), the electrical switching device having a first switching state 
wherein a data connection exists between the PC connector and the remote connector 
and a second switching state wherein the data connection between the PC connector 
and the remote connector is interrupted (Column 4 lines 15-17); and a control connector 
(Data transfer relay 1 102) at the switching device, the control connector being 
connectable with a computer supply voltage, the control connector being operable to 
bring the switching device into the first switching state when a supply voltage is present 
and to bring the switching device into the second state when a supply voltage is absent 
( From Fonseca's disclosure, it may be concluded that the automatic 
connecting/disconnecting is in response to the presence/absence of the supply voltage, 
controlled by the relay 1102). 

With respect to claim 15-18 Fonseca discloses the switching arrangement 
according to claim 14, wherein the PC connector and remote connector is a 
telecommunications connector (Figure 1, Column 1 lines 65-67) and the PC connector 
and the remote connector is an ISDN connector (Computer 1 is connected to the 
internet via the switch box 1 00 of figures 7-1 1 , thus the switch of Fonseca's invention 
supports ISDN connections). 

With respect to claim 19 Fonseca discloses the switching arrangement according 
to claim 14, wherein the electrical switching device comprises a relay having at least a 
single-pole (Column 4 lines 15-17 discloses the switches making and breaking the 
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connection between the computer and the remote data source (Internet), and the 
switches must have at least a single-pole arrangement). 

With respect to claim 20 Fonseca discloses the switching arrangement according 
to claim 14, wherein the electrical switching device is such that it is in the second 
switching state when the supply voltage or a signal is absent at the control connector 
(From Fonseca's teaching it may be concluded that the switches of data transfer relay 
1 102 would necessarily be deactivated in response to the absence of the supply voltage 
or a signal). 

With respect to claim 21 Fonseca discloses the switching arrangement according 
to claim 14, wherein the switching device includes a switching system for each pole 
(Fonseca discloses that the arrangement of figure 11 has a data transfer relay 1 102 and 
6 or more switches, and each of the 6 or more switches that Fonseca discloses 
necessarily have poles to make or brake a connection). 

With respect to claim 22 Fonseca discloses the switching arrangement according 
to claim 14, wherein the control connector includes a first plug connector, which is 
adapted to be plugged together with a second plug connector which is accessible from 
outside of the computer (Control connector 1 102, is plugged to first plug connector 204a 
and second plug connector 204b Figure 1 1 , and is accessible from outside the 
computer via Slider Switch 1 103). 

With respect to claim 27 Fonseca discloses the switching arrangement according 
to claim 14, further including a housing for the switching arrangement, the housing 
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including the PC connector and the remote connector which are identically configured 
(Figures 7-11). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fonseca 
(US 6,660,950). 

With respect to claim 28 Fonseca discloses the switching arrangement according 
to claim 27, however, Fonseca does not disclose expressly that the PC connector and 
the remote connector are RJ-45 connectors. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
envision the use of RJ-45 connectors for the PC connector and the remote connector 
for the purpose of making a strong reliable connection. Also the RJ-45 connectors are 
commonly used for Ethernet, networking and connecting a cable or DSL modem to the 
computer. (Prior art Figures 2a-5b discloses the type of telephone connectors employ to 
make connections, one would envision the use of RJ-45 connectors). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 23-26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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6. Claim 23 is allowable over the prior art of record, because the prior art of record 
does not teach or discloses that "the second plug connector is electrically connected 
with a third plug connector such that a lead to a computer peripheral device can be 
looped via the second and third plug connectors". 

7. Claims 24-26 are also allowable since they depend on an allowable claim. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to the examiner's supervisor, Brian Sircus who can be 
reached on (571)272-2058. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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